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dared to deliver popular lectures on tlie banks of the Ohio,
and that I owed my success, I presumed, to the beauty of
my mechanical illustrations. He inquired quickly what
plan I had adopted, and on explaining my method he
passed a compliment upon the accuracy, simplicity, and
beauty of the system.

We returned to his study, and I remarked to him that
I had searched Paris in vain for an object-glass of large
size, which could be mounted within any reasonable time.
I knew from the character of my countrymen, that to
announce that four or five years were necessary to furnish
an instrument was equivalent to an abandonment of the
whole enterprise. That under these circumstances I had
almost resolved to penetrate as far as Munich, perhaps to
Vienna, and return, if necessary, by way of Hamburg.
M. Arago told me that my journey would be a long,
tedious, and fatiguing one, and what could not be found
in Paris could not be found elsewhere ; and that I must
make up my mind to wait patiently for several years after
the order should be given, unless I might accidentally
find an instrument such as I wanted in the hands of some
person who might wish to abandon its use.

Having consumed as much of the seer's time as I
conceived might be excused on any fair and reasonable
grounds, I took my leave, not without first receiving a
polite invitation to return to the observatory and there
prosecute the study of instrumental astronomy as long as
I might desire.

I returned to my hotel in great doubt and perplexity.
The positive tone in which M. Arago had expressed his
opinion on the subject of any better success elsewhere
than in Paris, coupled with the thought that in case I
should utterly fail I might be censured at home for mak-
ing so long a journey in opposition to the advice of so
distinguished a man, produced for a moment a state of
indecision harassing in the extreme. My resolution was
soon taken. To stop where I was would be equivalent to
an abandonment of the enterprise; to go forward could
result in nothing worse. So onward I determined to go. to my conductor that I hadh was
